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Overview 
Ysgol Garndolbenmaen is a caring and inclusive school that nurtures well-being and supports 

pupils’ learning successfully. The new headteacher leads the school effectively and, in the short 

period since being appointed, she has succeeded in forging a close working relationship between 

all stakeholders. She sets high expectations of herself and her commitment and enthusiasm have 

ensured that the school is making good strides towards meeting its priorities. The close 

relationship between staff and parents contributes effectively towards pupils’ pride in their society 

and their strong sense of belonging to the local community. The sense of belonging to one big 

family is a strong element of this school. 

Staff identify pupils’ well-being needs very well. They provide continuous opportunities for pupils 

to discuss their feelings and share their emotions. This has a positive effect on their self-confidence 

and their willingness to take risks. Teachers provide a range of exciting and interesting experiences 

that stimulate pupils’ enthusiasm and curiosity towards their activities. As a result, pupils make 

good progress in their skills, particularly their problem-solving and digital skills. Teachers listen 

well to pupils’ views and comments and parents’ contributions to plan a curriculum that supports 

pupils to apply their skills across the curriculum. This contributes well to all pupils’ full 

development.  

Teachers are beginning to use assessment findings to plan purposefully for pupils’ further 

development. They gather initial information from an increasing number of sources. However, they 

do not always use this information incisively enough to ensure that pupils make the best possible 

progress. 

A strong feature of the school is the respect and courtesy that pupils have for each other and 

adults. Many show an infectious pride in their work and make sound progress in their 

understanding of the local area, Wales and the wider world.  
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Recommendations 

R1 Ensure that feedback for pupils and the information that derives from assessing 
and tracking their progress has a better impact on the next steps in their learning 

R2 Ensure an appropriate level of challenge in pupils’ learning activities 

What happens next 
The school will draw up an action plan to address the recommendations from the inspection. 
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School context 
Name of provider Ysgol Garndolbenmaen 

Local authority Cyngor Gwynedd 

Language of the provider Welsh 

Type of school Primary 

Number of pupils on roll 21 

Pupils of statutory school age 19 

Number in nursery classes (if applicable) 2 

Percentage of statutory school age pupils 
eligible for free school meals over a three-
year average 
(The national percentage of pupils eligible for 
free school meals over a three-year average in 
the primary sector is 23.7%) 

28.4% 

Percentage of statutory school age pupils 
who speak Welsh at home 

63.0% 

Percentage of statutory school age pupils 
with English as an additional language 

0.0% 

Date of headteacher appointment 01/09/2023 

Date of previous Estyn inspection  
(if applicable) 

16/11/2015 

Start date of inspection 05/02/2024 

© Crown Copyright 2024:  This report may be re used free of charge in any format or medium 
provided that it is re used accurately and not used in a misleading context.  The material must be 
acknowledged as Crown copyright and the title of the report specified. 

Publication date:  10/04/2024 

Please note that the photographs displayed may not be of the school that is the subject of this 
report. 
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